
Impacts of Brittle Naiad

Brittle naiad impacts:

 Forms dense mats at the water’s surface that inhibits water recreationists.

 Overtakes habitat and outcompetes native aquatic plants, potentially lowering 

diversity.

 Provides unsuitable shelter, food, and nesting habitat for native animals.

Threat:

Thick infestations of brittle naiad inhibit the growth of native aquatic plants and can make fishing 
or boating access difficult. This plant is extremely brittle and has the propensity to break off, 
increasing the likelihood for it to spread via boats, waterfowl, and water currents. Waterfowl readily 
eat and move this plant from waterbody to waterbody.

Control: 

Brittle naiad has no natural controls (insects, fungi, bacteria) to limit its growth and spread in Iowa. 
Therefore, control efforts focus on preventing the introduction of Brittle naiad into new 
waterbodies. Fragments of aquatic plants cling to boats, trailers, boating equipment (anchors, 
centerboards, fishing lines, bait bucket, etc.), and hunting equipment (decoy anchors, waders, 
etc.). If not removed, these fragments can start new populations when introduced into another 
waterbody. It is imperative to remove all vegetation and drain water from the livewell, bilge, 
transom well, and impeller before leaving water accesses. Empty bait buckets on land, and never 
release live bait into a waterbody or transfer aquatic animals or plants from one waterbody to 
another. Wash/dry boats, trailers, and other equipment to kill harmful species that are not visible 
at the water access. Limiting the spread of Brittle naiad infestations and minimizing the impacts of 
infestations are much more difficult than preventing introductions.


